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PROFILE 

v 	  Review	  your	  application:	  Academic	  Statement,	  	  

Personal	  Statement,	  	  

Transcript	  

v 	  Outline	  your	  strong	  and	  not-‐so-‐strong	  points	  

Ø 	  Promote	  your	  advantages	  

Ø 	  Strategically	  improve	  other	  issues	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

(low	  GPA,	  little	  research	  experience..)	  
	  



PROFILE 

v 	  Fundamental	  courses	  

v 	  Terminology,	  important	  theories	  

v 	  Key	  courses	  related	  to	  your	  research	  areas	  
v 	  Your	  favorite	  course(s)	  



PROFILE 

v 	  Previous	  and	  current	  research	  
Ø  Purposes	  
Ø  Methods	  

Ø  Results	  and	  applications	  
Ø  Proposals	  
Ø  Related	  work	  

v 	  Make	  things	  straightforward	  and	  easy	  to	  understand	  

Don’t worry if you have no publication 



PROFILE 

v 	  Any	  difficul+es	  in	  the	  process(es)?	  	  

How	  did	  you	  deal	  with	  them?	  

v 	  How	  have	  you	  co-‐operated	  with	  your	  

teammates?	  

v 	  What	  have	  you	  learned	  from	  your	  studies?	  
 



PROFILE 

v 	  Intended	  research	  field	  
Ø  Specific,	  but	  not	  narrow	  

Ø  Applications	  in	  Vietnam	  context?	  

Ø  Is	  it	  relevant	  to	  your	  background	  education	  
and	  experience?	  If	  not,	  why?	  

Ø  The	  actual	  state	  and	  on-‐going	  problems	  in	  the	  

field?	  (Google,	  scholars’	  review)	  

v 	  School	  selections	  
Ø Why?	  (reputation,	  facilities…?)	  	  

v 	  Degree	  selections	  
Ø 	  Master’s	  or	  PhD?	  Why?	  

v 	  Professors	  
Ø 	  Why?	  (Matching	  research	  interest,	  achievements?)	  

Ø 	  Have	  you	  contacted	  any	  of	  them?	  	  

v 	  Why	  the	  USA?	  Why	  VEF?	  



 ENGLISH 

v 	  Focus	  on	  Listening	  &	  Speaking	  Skills	  
v 	  Use	  English	  as	  much	  as	  possible	  

Ø TV	  shows,	  movies,	  music,	  news…	  

Ø Chit-‐chatting,	  group	  study	  
Ø 	  Recording	  and	  self-‐revising	  

v 	  Prepare	  for	  small	  talks	  

	  



INTERVIEW SKILLS 

Use	  whiteboard 

Firm	  handshake Eye	  contact Always	  smile	   

High-‐power	  poses Control	  volume 



INTERVIEW SKILLS 

v 	  Establish	  a	  group	  
ü 	  Mock	  interview	  

ü 	  Practise	  communication	  skills	  

ü Share	  information	  

ü 	  Get	  feedback	  
ü 	  Polish	  your	  English	  

ü 	  Cheer	  each	  other	  up	  
ü 	  Have	  fun!!!	  
	  



The Day Before 



ON THE INTERVIEW DAY 



BEFORE LEAVING 

v Backup	  time:	  	  

	  	  	  	  at	  least	  30	  minutes	  earlier	  

	  

	  

v Dress	  formally	  	  

	  	  	  	  and	  comfortably	  	  

v Slight	  makeup	  



DURING THE INTERVIEW 

v Remember:	  handshake,	  smile,	  thank	  you	  and	  goodbye	  

v Listen	  carefully	  to	  the	  questions	  	  

v Answer	  questions	  succinctly,	  precisely,	  and	  not	  too	  fast	  



DURING THE INTERVIEW 

v Consider	  the	  interview	  as	  a	  discussion	  	  

Ø  Let	  the	  professors	  want	  to	  	  

	  	  	  	  know	  you	  more	  

Ø  Be	  active	  
v  	  Board	  work	  

Ø  Key	  words,	  basic	  diagrams	  

Ø  Eye	  contact	  

v Prepare	  question(s)	  for	  the	  interviewers	  
	  



DURING THE INTERVIEW 

v You	  don’t	  know	  the	  answer	  

v Professors	  don’t	  understand	  your	  answer	  

 



KEY TO SUCCESS 

v “Chance	  favors	  the	  PREPARED	  mind”	  

v “We	  were	  moving	  mountains	  long	  before	  we	  knew	  we	  could”	  

	  



USEFUL REFERENCES 

v VEFFA	  Mentoring	  program	  	  

https://www.facebook.com/ 

veffa.mentoring 

 



USEFUL REFERENCES 

v Fall 2014 – USA: 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/178350645680853 

v http://nguyenfall2014.wordpress.com/2014/04/18/vef-

part-2-interview/ 

v http://www.hvtuananh.com/blog/2012/06/10/mot-so-cau-

hoi-chuan-bi-phong-van-vef/ 




